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I  may  not  be  thought  to 
.p  multiply  the  medical  catalogue 
with  ufelefs  defcriptions  of  dif- 
orders,  I  fhall  endeavor  to  fhew, 
in  this  treatife,  not  only  the  probability  of 
the  exiftence  of  this  difeafe,  long  before  the 
venereal  taint  was  known  in  Europe,  but  I 
(hall  alfo  attempt  to  explain  the  neceflity  for 
diftinguilhing  this  complaint  in  our  climate, 
and  peculiar  to  women  alone,  from  thofe 
which  are  venereal. 
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The  pudendagra,  is  a  difeafe  far  milder 
and  lefs  dangerous  in  its  effe&s,  in  our 
northern  climates,  than  what  the  fame  difor- 
der  would  prove  under  a  dry  and  hot  one. 
Its  origin  may,  as  Ambrofe  Pare  has  men¬ 
tioned,  be  analagous  in  its  circumflanoes  to 
tbofe  diforders  under  which  he  dalles  it. 
With  us  numbers  of  women  are  afflnfted  with 
the  pudendagra,  that  have  never  had  any  ve¬ 
nereal  taint,  and  who  have  only  fallen  a  vic¬ 
tim  to  its  cruel  ravages,  from  imprudent  and 
ill-timed  indulgence  of  the  venereal  a6t.  Tliefe 
dangerous  confequences  are  produced  from  a 
primitive  affe6tion  of  the  uterine  nerves,  fo 
that  either  too  rigid  chaflity,  or  a  deprivation 
of  the  venereal  a6t,  may  equally  contribute. 
In  fhort,  it  is  an  affe&ion  of  the  uterus  alone, 
unconne6led  with  any  other  organ  in  the 
beginning,  but  capable  of  affe&ing  them  all 
after  a  certain  period. 

If  we  may  credit  the  common  report  of 
thole  gentlemen  who  have  wrote  the  hiflory 
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and  progrefs  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  thisdif- 
order  firlt  ipread  its  baneful  influence  in  Eu¬ 
rope  after  the  difcovery  of  the  new  world  by 
Columbus.  Others  pretend  it  to  be  a  native 
of  the  African  climates.  Some  allure  us, 
again,  that  it  was  known  among  the  Ifraelites 
and  Egyptians,  To  which  opinion  lhall  we 
give  credit  ?  Is  it  material  to  which  we 
incline,  if  the  difeafe  we  treat  at  prefent, 
is  perfe6tly  unconnedled  with  that  one 
which  is  call’d  venereal  ?  That  the  pudenda- 
gra  and  venereal  infection  might  have  for¬ 
merly  been  the  fame  diforder,  is  more  than 
probable, — For  in  every  age  and  climate,  the 
women  have  been  equally  fubjeff  to  an  ir¬ 
regularity  in  the  catamenia,  or  the  uterus. 
If  at  this  time,  and  in  fuch  improper  feafons, 
they  have  buffered  the  embraces  of  the  male, 
the  confequence  mull:  undoubtedly  have 
produced  certain  impurities  in  the  matrix, 
Thefe  inconveniencies  mull  have  been  more 
violent  in  the  torrid  zone  and  hot  climates.  It 
is  for  this  reafon  we  are  allowed  to  conje&ure, 
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that  the  venereal  taint  was  in  its  origin  fr  ft 
produced  from  a  real  pudendagra  :  becaufe  it 
is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  uterus  is  the  very 
fource  of  all  thefe  complaints.  Befides,  in 
every  fociety,  whether  civilized  or  not,  there 
have  been  always  more  or  lefs  errors  com¬ 
mitted  againft  the  voice  of  nature’s  intentions. 
It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  this  diforder^ 
when  analagous  with  the  venereal  infe&ion, 
took  its  rife  in  hot  climates,  and  fpread  itfelf 
by  degrees  towards  our  northern  diftri6ts. 
Among  the  Latins  it  might,  as  Ambrofe  Pare 
has  allured  us,  be  the  fame  as  what  we  now 
call  venereal  taint,  but  in  our  cold  and  diftant 
countries,  they  make  two  diftin<ft  difeafes. 
The  one  is  derived  from  the  confequences  of 
an  impure  coition,  by  which  perfons  in  the 
moft  perfect  health  are  fuddenly  affli£ted  with 
a  train  of  difagreeable  evils.  The  other  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  affe&ion  of  the  uterine  nerves, 
the  lofs  of  fenfibility,  and  weaknefs  of  the 
matrix.  The  firft  is  a  real  acute  diforder 
in  its  attack ;  the  latter,  the  continued  pro- 
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grefs  of  a  chronical  one.  There  are,  again, 
other  circumftances  by  which  they  differ. 
For  example;  women  who  receive  venereal 
taints  from  copulation,  are  often  attacked 
with  buboes,  or  the  pterygomata  of  the  uterus, 
are  affe&ed  with  inflammatory  ulcers;  where- 
as,  in  the  pudendagra,  they  are  more  occult, 
indurated,  lefs  painful  and  indigefted,  and 
the  diforder  is  generally  internal,  in  the 
fpongy  fubftance  of  the  cellulary-web  of  the 
uterus.  The  matter  furnifhed  by  the  ulcers 
of  this  lafl:  difeafe,  is  crude  and  unconco6ted, 
and  the  patient  fcarce  ever  complains  of  bu¬ 
boes  :  for  buboes  commonly  appear  in  the 
pox,  according  to  Dularens,*  becaufe,  fays 
he,  the  liver  is  affe&ed  ;  and  according  to 
Hippocrates,  they  take  their  origin  from  the 
nobler  parts. 

Dolasus,  fpeaking  of  venereal  taints, 
fays,  “  Narrant  porro  originem  traxiffe9 

<g  quod 
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11  quod  Indi  Peruviani  cum  omnes  generis 

u  befttiis  concubuerint.  et  ab  ifta  diverfitate 

% 

“  fermentum  aliquod  novum  ortum  fuerit, 
“  quod  hunc  morbum  producere  potuit.” 

i  i  t  '  :  i  <t  i  v  .  ‘  ,  4  - 

DoIa?us,  fpeaking  again  on  the  origin  of 
this  diforder,  fays,  “  Sed  noflra  opinione 
“  malum  hoc  ubivis  fuum  originem  habere 
“  potuerit,  quando  fc-homines  cum  multis 
“  fcoi  tis  rem  habuerint,  &  ita  facili  marte 

i  r 

<£  fibi  contagionem  hoc  concilaire  poterunt, 
“  ob  nimiam  acrimoniam  feminis  huj  vel, 

«  illi  ” 

He  tells  us  in  another  place,  “  Aliis  dicitur 
“  etiam  pudendagra.”  From  whence  we 
may  imagine  that  the  diforder,  which  the 
Latins  call’d  by  that  name,  was  known  in 
their  country  long  before  the  appearance  of 
Columbus  in  1495,  an<^  became  endemic  in 
that  climate  from  the  abufe  of  nature's  gifts, 
and  raged,  probably,  with  more  violence 
in  the  weftern  part  of  the  world  at  the  fame 
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time,  from  a  limilar  caufe  join’d  to  the  heat 
of  climate. 

The  diforder  which  the  Latins  call’d  pu- 
dendagra  has,  perhaps,  exilted  from  time  im¬ 
memorial,  and  is,  in  all  probability,  conne&ed 
with  thofe  which  Hippocrates  and  the  mofl 
ancient  phylicians  have  defcribed  among  the 
general  titles  of  diforders  of  the  uterus.* 
Some  moderns  have  followed  the  fame  tra£fc3 
and  the  admirable  fyftem  of  the  Helmonts, 
and  their  commentator  Mr.  Duncan,  feems 
to  have  thrown  a  clearer  light  on  the  great 
probability  of  that  general  influence  which 
the  uterus  has  on  every  organ  of  the  human 
Itru&ure. 

Belides  the  fuppreflions  of  the  menfes,  that 
are  occalioned  by  the  unfatisfied  delire  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  we  fuppofe  to  be  a  predifpoling 
caufe  of  the  pudendagra,  there  are  various 

B  others 
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others  which  may  contribute  to  its  progrefs. 

% 

An  immoderate  flux  of  the  catamenia,  or 
the  fluor-albus,  evidently  promote  the  period 
of  this  diforder.  Such  affediions  of  the 
uterus,  tho'  evidently  different  from  what 
the  Latins  call'd  the  pudendagra,  as  fome 
authors  have  pretended,  are  yet  very  fimilar 
as  to  their  effedts. — Or  rather,  this  diforder 
was  thought  to  be  a  more  confirm’d  and  in¬ 
veterate  ftate  of  the  uterus,  when  attack'd 
by  thofe  inconveniencies  which  we  now  call 

fluor-albus. 

Dolaeus,  fpeaking  of  the  figns^of  the  fluor- 
albus,  fays,  “  That  in  the  Galenic  fchools, 
“  the  debility  of  the  uterus,  (uteri  intem- 
<c  periem,  et  debilitatem)  was  reckon'd 
“  among  the  caufes  of  this  diforder." 

*  i 

Sylvius  derives  the  origin  of  the  fluor- 
albus  from  “  Quidem  fanguinis  culpa ,  quoities 
li  is  tenuior  vel  acrior  exijlit.”  (Here  we  fee 
the  chvmift).  And  he  fays  farther,  “  Oui 

“  fanguis 
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“  fanguis  faepe  talis  redditur  ob  cerem  aeftu- 
“  antem  a  foie,  igne,  balneo,  See”  (things 
which  manifeftly  difturb  the  nervous  fyftem) 
“  item  ob  alimenta  fpirituofa  et  aromatica, 
“  ob  animi  affebtus,  iram,  item  corporis 
“  motum  nimium,  curfitationem,  faltatio- 
“  nem,  friblionem,  &c.  See”  Again  he 
fays,  “  Fermentum  aliquod  acido-aufterum 
“  in  utero  produHem.— Diverlitas  humoris 
cc  in  fluore-albo  effluentis  pendeat  nunc  a  di- 
C£  verfitate  fermenti  corrumpentis,  nunc  a 
<£  diverlitate  fanguinis  corrumpendi,  nunc 
<f  ab  utroque." — Hear  Dolaeus,  P.  893. 

“  Fluoris  verb  albi  caufam  effe  ferum  viti- 
“  ofum  Sc  in  glandulis  vaginalibus  corrupt 
“  turn,  interdum  purulentum  faepe  verb  fe- 
“  rofum  ex  glandulis  uteri  effluentam  exifti- 
“  mamus.” 

The  pudendagra  is  not,  properly  fpeaking, 
confirm'd,  till  the  uterine  nerves,  having 
intirely  loft  their  fenfibility,  are  no  longer 

B  2  capable 
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capable  of  that  predile6tion  which  is  to  dif- 
tribute  the  catamenial  flux.  The  fame  as 
when  the  hepatic  nerves,  or  the  proper  fen- 
fibility  (which  is  the  life  of  each  refpe£tive 
organ)  of  the  liver,  incapable  of  feparating 

P  r  » t  * 

the  bilious  humor  of  the  blood,  leaves  it  to 
circulate  unfecreted  by  its  proper  organ,  and 
is  thrown  by  its  redundance  upon  the  whole 
conftitution.  We  cannot  agree,  not  with  - 
handing  the  authority  of  Mr.  Boerhaave, 
that  the  uterus  was  only  deftined  to  feparate 
a  certain  portion  of  that  plethora,  which  he 
imagined  to  be  the  true  caufe  of  the  menftrual 
difcharge ;  becaufe  if  the  confequence  was  a 
mere  plethora  of  blood,  then  bleeding  would 
always  prove  an  advantageous  remedy.  But 
experience  has  confirm'd,  that  bleeding  proves 
fometimes  but  a  mere  palliative  relief,  in  wo¬ 
men  of  delicate  and  tender  conftitutions,  if  it 
does  not  often,  by  a  repitition,  throw  the 
weakened  patient  into  more  ferious  diforders. 
It  is  known  to  be  dangerous  to  the  lad  degree 
if  frequently  repeated.  Or  is  the  menftrual 
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difcharge  occafioned  by  the  a£tion  of  the 
blood  upon  the  fphin&ers  of  thofe  du€fcss 
which  are  fuppofed  by  fome  authors  to  be 
deftined  to  this  evacuation.  Still  more  im¬ 
probable  that  it  fhould  proceed  from  the 
rupture  of  the  uterine  arteries.  Such  fyftems 
are  too  remote  from  the  fimple  laws  of  na¬ 
ture,  to  produce  the  defired  effe&s.  Does 
not  the  univerfal  fenfibility  of  the  nerves 
offer  to  our  ideas  a  more  rational  conjec¬ 
ture  on  the  different  fun£Hons  of  the  human 
body  ?  To  confider  them  in  the  aggregate,  as 
animated  by  the  fame  vital  principle  in  the 
origin,  but  to  regard  them  when  diftributed 
to  their  refpe6live  organs,  as  pofTefling  vari¬ 
ous  degrees  of  that  primitive  fenfibility,  di« 
re&ed  by  different  appetites.  The  moil 
fcrupulous  obfervation  confirms,  in  fa£f, 
that  every  organ  has  its  own  life,  its  taftesf 
and  affe&ions,  and  which  feems  proper  to 
itfelf  alone,  independant  of  the  univerfal 
confenfus  by  which  the  whole  human  ftru6ture 
is  enchained  and  united  together.  Propria 
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vivit  quadra ,  fays  the  ingenious  Dr.  Fouquet, 
fpeaking  of  the  fenfibility  of  each  organ. 
Now  does  any  thing  manifeft  thefe  appetive 
faculties  of  the  different  organs  in  a  more 
eminent  degree,  than  their  predile&ion  of 
certain  fuh fiances  or  fluids  ?  Why  fhould 
cantharides  almoft  univerfally  afFeff  the  uri¬ 
nary  paffages  ?  Nitre  diminifh  the  rapid 

pulfations  of  the  heart,  or  emetics  excite  their 
adtion  chiefly  on  the  ftornach.  If  it  were 
not,  by  a  certain  fenfibility  of  the  nerves 
in  each  refpe&ive  organ,  which,  in  the  flo- 
mach,  directs  both  the  choice  and  quantity 
of  our  food ;  and  in  the  liver  fecretes,  by  its 
appetive  powers,  the  bilious  juices  from  the 
blood.  The  lame  as  the  kidnies  attradl  the 
urinary  fluids,  by  a  fimilar  predile&ion,  or 
the  uterus  that  portion  of  the  blood  which 
is  deflined  for  the  catamenia.  In  the  per¬ 
fect  crifis  of  the  menflrual  evacuation,  we 
are  not  even  allowed  to  fuppofe  that  the 
humor  which  is  excreted  by  the  uterus,  pof* 
feffes  the  fame  heterogeneous  qualities  as  that 
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blood  which  is  evacuated  by  the  veins  of 
the  arms  and  feet;  I  mean  in  the  (late  of 

health.  The  different  humors  of  the  body 

♦ 

muff  be  previoufly  elaborated  by  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  whole  nervous  fyftem,  before 
the  fluids  can  be  properly  conco&ed  and 
adapted  to  the  excretion  of  their  refpe6tive 
organs.  This  equal  and  neceffary  a6lion  of 
the  nerves,  on  the  motion  and  diftribution  of 
the  humors,  is  evidently  neceffary  to  their 
elaboration,  before  they  are  excreted  even 
in  the  mo  ft  perfeft  ftate  of  health.  If, 
therefore,  any  nervous  irritation,  either  pre¬ 
dominates,  or  is  fenfible  in  the  conftifution, 
this  elaboration  becomes  imperfe£L  By  the 
fame  rule,  when  any  organ  of  the  animal  ceco- 
nomy  is  deprived  of  its  natural  tone  of  life, 
or  its  peculiar  fenfibility  is  affe£led,  it  then 
becomes  incapable  of  attra£ling  that  particular 
humor  which  nature  deftines  it  to  fecrete. 
We  have  but  too  manifeft  proofs  of  the 
truth  of  this  affertion,  in  certain  diforders 
where  the  nerves  of  the  kidnies,  either  are 

incapable 
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incapable  of  their  fun&ions,  or  fecrete  only 
a  limpid,  unconco&ed  urine.  In  fa6t,  the 
excretion  of  every  organ  is  no  more  than  a 
crifis,  by  which  it  feparates  a  peculiar  humor 
from  the  general  mafs  of  fluids,  as  the  bile 
and  pancreatic  juices,  or  excretes  an  excre- 
xnentitious  one,  as  the  urine,  mucus  of  the 
nofe,  &c.  The  crifis,  therefore,  of  parti¬ 
cular  organs,  fuch  as  the  excretory  ones,  are 

•  « 

fubjeft  to  the  fame  phafes,  the  fame  epocha, 
as  the  various  difeafes  of  the  animal  ftru&ure; 
that  is  to  fay,  they  muft  pafs  through  the 
different  periods  of  irritation,  conco&ion 
and  excretion. 

The  reader  will  undoubtedly  have  obferv- 
cd,  that  I  have  founded  the  origin  of  this 
diforder  on  the  irritation  of  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem,  and  on  the  debility,  or  the  impaired 
fenfibility  of  the  uterine  nerves.  It  is  by  no 
means  a  phyfical  chimera,  to  imagine  that 
almoft  every  diforder  of  the  human  ftru&ure 
may  be  derived  from  the  different  affe&ions 

of 
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of  the  nerves.  Particularly  fo  among  the 
female  clafs.  The  nerves  are  known  to  be 
the  fource  of  our  fenfations  and  affeffions ; 
it  is  they  alone  which  diiinbute  the  life  to 
every  different  organ,  and  influence  upon  the 
general  chara6fer  of  the  animal  oeconomy. 
Inlhort,  the  nerves  are  the  meffengers  of  our 
exiftence,  and  muff  confequently  affefl  the 
whole  difpofition  of  the  body.  We  fhall 
endeavor  to  elucidate  this  matter  in  purfuing 
our  iubjeff. 

The  flrff  general  influence  on  the  nervous 
fyflem,  is  commonly  a  Anall  degree  of  irri¬ 
tation,  produced  by  the  various  affe&ions  of 
the  mind.  The  ancients,  well  acquainted  with 
the  dangerous  confequences  of  thefeaffeffions, 
rank'd  them  among  the  clafs  of  non-naturals* 
It  is  in  the  refined  and  molt  diftingui filed 
part  of  fociety,  that  their  influence  prevails 
moft  apparently.  Either  the  ambition  of  the 
courtier,  the  lucubrations  and  inactive  life  of 
the  learned,  the  tender  anxieties  of  women,  or 
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the  more  turbulent  and  aftive  life  of  the  man 
of  bufmefs,  palled  in  profound  calculations, 
flimulate  the  fource  of  the  nerves  without  the 
leaftremiffton.  From  this  continued  irritation 
of  the  diaphragmatic  center  and  the  brain,  are 
produced  thofe  peculiar  affe&ions  which  dif- 
tinguifh  the  various  claffes  of  hypochondriac 
and  hyfteric  diforders.  So  univerfal  is  this 
affection  of  the  nerves,  even  in  the  hate  of 
the  fame  difeafes,  that  we  may  remark  very 
different  modulations  in  the  pulfe  of  thofe 
perfons  who  lead  a  life  of  eafe  within  the  cir¬ 
cles  of  great  cities,  and  the  rebuff  and  healthy 
peafarit,  remote  from  their  fcducing  pleafures. 
In  the  former  a  certain  fund  of  irritation  may 
Be  obferved  to  conceal  the  general  charaflcr- 
iftic  of  the  difeafe,  while  in  the  latter  it  is 
the  voice  of  nature  alone  which  fpeaks,  and 
inanifefts  to  us  certain  rhythms  of  the  pulfe 
in  original  afTeflions,  by  thofe  various 
modifications  which  may  be  dihinguifhed  by 
the  adepts  in  the  fphygmic  art.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  in  the  uterine  crifis,  where  the  nerves 
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of  the  matrix  are  occupied  in  preparing 
the  menftrual  evacuation,  it  is  fcarce  polli- 
ble  to  be  miftaken  in  the  rebuff  and  healthy 
peafant ;  whereas  in  the  lady  of  the  gayer  cir¬ 
cle,  tho’  under  the  affual  excretion  of  the  ca¬ 
tamenia,  yet  the  peculiar  rythm  of  the  uterine 
pulfe*  will  be  almoft intirely  obliterated  by  the 
great  irritation  of  the  nervous  fyftem.  The 
different  pathema  to  which  a  life  of  pieafure, 

C  a  of 

*  That  every  organ  of  the  human  body  has  a 
pulfe  peculiar  to  itfelf,  is  a  point  which  at  prefent 
is  almoft  proved  beyond  a  doubt.  After  Galen  and 
Solano,  Meffrs.  de  Bordeu,  Michell  and  Fouquet, 
feem  to  have  confirm’d  it.  The  lafl  gentleman  (in 
his  EJJai  fur  It  Fouls ,)  has  even  given  us  the  diffe¬ 
rent  characters  of  them,  as  they  are  impreffed  upon 
the  furface  of  the  artery,  that  is  to  fay,  that 
portion  of  it  on  which  the  four  fingers  are  tq 
be  placed  at  the  time  of  feeling  the  pulfe. — It 
might,  perhaps,  be  more  properly  {tiled,  the  fulfil* 
tive fface  of  the  artery, 

M.  de  Bordeu,  in  his  Recherches  fur  le  Pouls, 
t.  1.  p.  103,  fays,  That  the  fimple  uterine  pulfe  is, 
commonly  more  irritated  and  unconftrained,  than 
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of  bufinefs,  or  of  eafe,  continually  expofe  the 
courtier,  the  man  of  pleafure,  the  gay  lady, 
or  the  induftrious  merchant,  are  continued 

fpafms 


in  its  natural  ftate,  the  pulfations  are  inequal,  and 
the  arteries  feem  to  rebound  under  the  fingers. 

•  -  *  l 

Dr.  Fouquet  gives  the  charafter  of  the  uterine 
pulfe  (in  his  Eflay,  p.  101,  c.  19,)  as  follows.  The 
brachial  part  of  the  artery  feems  to  fwell  or  extend 
itfelf,  and  to  flatten  near  the  digital  extremity  :  at 
this  place  may  be  felt  an  impreflion  occafioned  by 
the  fmall  bulbs  which  feem  to  flow  in  a  regular  fuc- 
ceflion  towards  the  apophyfis  of  the  radius.  It  may 
be  neceflary  fometimes  to  prefs  the  artery  with  a 
greater  degree  of  force  from  the  index  finger,  to  dif- 
cover  a  certain  formicofus  (fourmillement  grenu)  at  its 
extremity. — The  hoemorhagial  pulfe  is  peculiarly 
characterized  by  this formication,  or  fmall  round  and 
very  fluxile  bodies,  which  feem  to  ftrike  and  break 
themfelves  at  the  artery,  under  the  index  finger. 

Dr.  Fouquet  fays  they  imitate  the  impreflion 
which  the  finger  receives  from  the  nob  of  a  filent 
repeating  watch;  that  is  to  fay,  the  largeft  of  thefe 
bodies  feem  to  join  with  others  in  their  courfe, 
from  that  fide  of  the  index  finger,  which  anfwers  to 
the  oppofed  fide  of  the  medius  finger. 
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fpafms  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  which  debili¬ 
tate  the  conftitution,  and  lay  the  foundation 
of  various  diforders* 

It  is  now  time  to  return  to  our  fubjeft. — 
The  difference  between  the  two  difeafes  will, 
perhaps,  appear  at  prefent  more  clearly  to 
our  readers.  For  we  derive  the  fources  of 
the  one  from  a  debility  and  an  impaired  fen- 
libility  in  the  uterine  nerves  alone,  whereas 
the  other  depends  on  an  irritating  and  cor- 
rofive  ichor  or  vitiating  matter,  which  caufes 
inflammation  and  fuppuration  within  the  cel- 
lulary  membrane,  feizes  on  the  lymph  of  the 
whole  conftitution,  and  ravages  the  very 
bones  themfelves.  The  pudendagra  may 
affeft  the  conftitution  for  years  together, 
without  fpreading  its  baneful  influence  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  of  the  uterus;  whereas 
venereal  taints,  if  the  leaft  negle£ted,  imme¬ 
diately  affe£l  the  glands,  or  fhew  themfelves 
different  metaftafes,  thro*  the  whole  region  of 

the 
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the  *cellulary-menibrane,  or  what  we  call 
the  mucual  web.  JBehdes  the  feveral  ex¬ 
amples  which  I  have  already  given  to  ihew 
the  inconfiflency  of  writers,  refpefting  the 
fource  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  I  {hall  beg 
leave  to  fhew  the  contradictory  fentiments  of 
fome  other  authors,  much  refpeCled  by  their 
writings  * 

Paracelfus,  in  his  lib.  2.  p.  a  80.  De 
Caufis  et  Origine  Luis  Gallicae,  fays,  “  Coe- 
lum  ergo  hujus  morbi  efficiens  caufa  eif^ 
in  materia,  Luxus  fcilicet  agens :  ipfum 

navnque 


*  The  ufes  of  the  cellulary-membrane.are  not  yet 
fufficiently  known  in  England,  or  does  that  name 
convey  the  fame  extended  idea  with  whattheFrench 
call  the  tijfu-cdlulaire ,  this  laft  is  more  general  in  its 
effe&s  than  what  Mr.  Haller  has  call’d  by  the 
name  of  tda-alluloja . — Every  phyftqal  jgentlqman 
deftrous  of  knowing  what  the  extent  of  the  word 
tiffu-cellulaire  is,  will  be  fatisfied  in  perufing  a 
treatife  of  the  celebrated  M.  de  Bordeu,  intitled, 
Recherches  fur  le  Tiilu-muqueux  :  printed  at  Paris, 
by  Didot,  on  the  Auguflin’s  Quay. 
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t*  namque  ignis  eft,  iftiq  morbi  ignei  lateC 
<e  namq :  hie  elementum  ignis.” 

Burnet,  in  his  Thefaurus  Medidnse  prao 
ticae,  fays,  the  lues  venerea,  were  called  pu~ 
dendagra.' 

* "  V  '  ' 4  “  ‘  •  ' ' ' 1  '  '  ■' J 

Philo  tells  us  the  Jews  were  fubjeft  to  the 
anthrax  of  the  penis. — Celfus  mentions  the 
running  ulcer  of  the  urethra.  If  we  may 
believe  Mofan,  he  tells  us  in  his  fyflem  of 
phyfick,  that  the  pox  had  the  name  of  fcabies 
hifpaniea,  long  before  the  fiege  of  Naples. 
Sir  John  Floyer,  in  his  effay  on  cold-bathing, 
fays,  it  is  probable  that  the  Ieprofy  of  the 
ancients  was  the  fame  with  the  French  pox. 
— Aretaeus  mentions  many  fymptoms  of  the 
pox,  and  Hippocrates  fpeaks  of  the  carbuncle 
of  the  urethra,  cured  by  fuppuration. 

M.  Lieutaud  in  his  Precis  de  Medicine, 
feems  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the  virulent  gon« 
BOrrhcea  and  the  fluor-albus,  may  often  be 

con- 
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confounded  together,  from  the  fimilarity  of 
their  effe&s.  u  Cet  ecoulement  (fays  he) 
“  eft  accompagne  quelquefois  de  demangeai 
“  fon  et  d'  ardeur  d’  urine,  ainfi  que  celui  de 
“  la  chaude-pilfe.” — Speaking  again  of  the 
fame  diforder  :  “  L  'ecoulement  dont  nous 
“  parlons,  plus  abondant  apres  les  regies,  a 
“  fouvent  un  cara&ere  tres  equivoque :  la 
u  matiere  en  eft,  dans  le  commencement 
<£  douce  et  fans  odeur  ;  mais  elle  devient, 
“  par  le  terns,  acre  et  fetide,  rongeant 
«c  meme  quelquefois  les  parties  voifines,  et 
“  donnant  lieu  a  des  ulceres,  qui  peuvent 
affe&er  la  matrice :  1’  ulceration  de  ce 
“  vifcere  et  la  Ample  gonnorhee  peuvent 
“  aufti  exciter  un  ecoulement  qui  relfemble 
“  quelque  fois  ft  fort  a  celui  dont  il  eft  quef- 
“  tion  queles  plus  clairvoyans  f’y ’laiflent 
“  fouvent  tromper.”  This  laft  paftage  feems 
to  be  confirm’d  by  what  Burnet  mentions  in 
his  Thefaurus  Medicinae  pra&icae.  Speaking 
of  the  fluor-albus,  fays,  the  matter  which 
flows,  “  adeo  acris  et  adurenseft,  ut  erodat 

“  aut 
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(e  aut  leviter  exulceret  quafcunque  partes 
“  attigerit.” 

Mr.  Nevil,  in  hisTreatife  on  the  virulent 
Gonnorrhoea,  p.  107,  fays,  “  I  aflert,  that 
“  the  writers  on  the  venereal  difeafe  have 
“  not  given  us  a  true  hiftory  of  that  difor- 
der,  its  caufe,  the  time  of  its  firft  appear- 
“  ance"  This  gentleman  acknowledges, 
likewife,  that  the  fluor-albus  flows  through 
the  hypogaftric  capillary  arteries,  which  are 
the  outlet  of  the  menfes. 

From  fo  many  uncertain  conje61ures  on 
the  lues  venerea,  it  fhould  feem  probable, 
that  the  origin  and  caufe  of  this  diforder  were 
yet  undifcovered. — The  fun6lions  of  the 
animal  oeconomy  have  ever  been  diredled  by 
the  fame  univerfal  agent.  The  enlightened 
world  are  fenfible  of  this  fa6h  They  no 
longer  attribute  the  caufes  of  fome  diforders 
to  the  divine  vengeance,  but  to  their  true 
fource,  mans  own  imprudence.  Beneficent 

D  nature 
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nature,  on  the  contrary,  fent  us  into  the 
world  (I  mean  in  our  primitive  (late  of  inno- 
cenfe)  without  an  ail.  The  phyfis  of  the 
human  ftruflure  is  health.  Society  changes 
this  univerfal  difpofition,  and  the  fchools 
give  various  names  to  thefe  changes.  Hence 
the  origin  of  all  our  difeafes  and  infirmities, 
accidental  one's  excepted. — Various  affefti- 
ons  of  the  uterus  depend  on  its  own  influ¬ 
ence  and  the  care  by  which  it  is  conduced . 
If  thefe  cares  are  negledfed,  or  its  inclinations 
reflrained,  the  ftate  of  illnefs  is  fure  to  fol¬ 
low.  Although  the  evils  fuc.li  negledl  pro¬ 
duces  are  originally  the  fame,  yet  climates 
and  feafons  change  their  cull om ary  appear¬ 
ance.  For  this  reafon  the  venereal  taintj 
under  the  torrid  zone,  the  pudendagra  among 
the  Latins,  the  fluor-albus  in  our  own 
countries,  were  primitively  produced  by  the 
famecaufe,  although  their  effedts  have  varied 
in  different  climates.  The  intent  therefore 
of  the  preferit  effay  will  be  to  fhew  how 
much  the  modern  mode  of  living  among 
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women,  will  tend  to  produce  a  diiorder  in 
our  climates,  fimilar  to  the  pudendagra 
among  the  Latins. 

- —'=<*>= 


HEN  we  confider  the  human 
fpecies  as  enjoying  the  privilege 
of  his  perfeHion,  ereHing  itfeli 
into  focieties,  perfeHioning  the  arts,  and 
calculating  and  forefeeing  the  objeH  of  its 
wants,  we  are  to  look  upon  every  individual 
of  this  fociety  as  a  different  kind  of  being 
from  what  he  would  have  been  in  hisprifline 
Hate  of  innocence.  We  are  to  confider  man 
in  the  focial  world,  and  the  favage,  as  un- 
conne&ed  as  it  is  poffible  to  be  in  the  fame 
fpecies  of  beings.  The  one,  govern’d  by 
the  only  inflinft  of  his  fenfes,  follows  their 
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indication  through  every  fcene  of  life ;  the 
other  is  taught  from  his  infancy  to  become  en- 
flaved  to  various  prejudices,  the  confequences 
of  his  education  in  the  focial  world.  Nature 
leads  the  one,  the  other  is  taught  to  govern 
and  fubdue  the  diredtive  powers  of  her  will. 
Certain  conjlraints ,  which  are  by  no  means 
derogatory  to  thofe  juft  and  excellent  rules 
by  which  the  focial  world  is  governed,  mu  ft 
inevitably  expofe  our  natural  conftitutions 
to  various  irregularities  and  infirmities.  I 
do  not  mean  thofe  exceffes  into  which  the 
imprudent  and  ungovernable  ftate  of  youth 
is  led,  when  the  venereal  organs  excite  in 
the  conflitution  their  natural  prerogatives, 
but  I  muft  pity  that  unhappy  ftate  of  human 


exiftence,  where  the  focial  laws  command  us 
to  extinguifh  thofe  inclinations,  which  nature 
never  fails  to  infpire  in  youthful  and  healthy 
conftitutions.  From  fuch  manifeft  oppo^ 
fitions  to  the  voice  of  nature,  (however  laud^ 
able  the  conqueft  of  the  unhappy  fufferer 

ought  to  be  copfidered  among  the  virtues  of* 

the 
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the  focial  world,)  we  mull:  place  one  of  the 
firft  difpofing  caufes  of  the  difeafe  which  is 
to  be  the  obje£fc  of  the  following  effay. 

The  age  of  puberty  is  the  dangerous  period 
of  our  exigence.  It  is  in  this  age  that  the 
predifpofing  caufes  of  the  pudendagra  fo 
often  manifeft  themfelves,  and  produce  the 
moll  dangerous  effefts  upon  the  conftitution. 
For  as  each  organ  of  the  human  ftrudture  has 
its  own  portion  of  exiftence,  its  time  of 
a£lion,  its  different  appetites  and  inclinations, 
fo  they  predominate  at  certain  periods  more 
than  others.  In  children  it  is  the  ftomach  ; 
in  the  age  of  puberty  the  organs  of  genera¬ 
tion  ;  and  at  maturity  the  brain  and  diaphrag¬ 
matic  centre. — The  age  of  puberty  is  often¬ 
times,  for  women,  the  epocha  of  various 
diforders.  When  the  powers  of  the  gene¬ 
rative  organs  manifeft  themfelves,  they 
experience  certain  fenfations  hitherto  un¬ 
known,  a  fympathy  declares  itfelf  between 
the  breafts  and  uterus,  the  latter  draws  to¬ 
wards 
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wards  its  center  its  own  portion  of  life,  and 
the  evacuation  of  the  catamenia  confirms  the 
exiflence  of  this  organ.  But  as  this  falutary 
and  neceffary  evacuation  is  the  mod  critical 
and  of  the  greated  confequence  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual,  fo  is  it  the  mod  fubjeft  to  be  affefted 
and  obdru6fed.  The  flighted  padions  of 
the  mind,  frights,  irregular  hours,  anxieties, 
and  colds,  may  obdruff  the  evacuation  of 
this  effential  dux,  and  impair  the  due  fenfi- 
bility  of  the  matrix,  which  in  women  govern 
the  whole  circle  of  the  animal  ceconomy* 
The  violent  fhocks  given  to  tender  and  deli¬ 
cate  conditutions,  by  certain  efforts  which- 
the  focial  laws  require  them  to  oppofe  to  the 
voice  of  nature’s  calls,  confirm  and  add  to 
to  thofe  fiight  convulfions  with  which  the 
nervous  fydem  becomes  conftantly  agitated* 
The  uterus,  therefore,  on  account  of  its  ex- 
quifite  fenfibility,  becomes  fird  and  princi¬ 
pally  affe£ted.  Its  influence  on  the  other 
organs  of  the  body,  fpread  through  the  whole 
frame  a  general  fpafm  and  diforder.  If  nature 

and 
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and  the  conftitution  are  too  feeble  to  promote 
the  natural  evacuation,  then  the  unhappy 
patient  falls  a  victim  to  a  train  of  fevere  and 
difagreable  affli&ions.  In  vain  the  medical  art 
adminifters  emmenagogues  and  ftimulating 
medicines,  when  the  nervous  fenfibility  of 
the  uterus  is  fo  much  deftroyed,  that  the 
organ  refufes  its  office.  For  then  the  fpaf« 
modic  influence  of  the  affe£ted  nerves,  will 
throw  the  redundant  humor,  firft:  to  one 
organ  then  to  another,  ’till  it  promotes  a 
palliative  evacuation.  Such  is  the  confe- 
quence  when  certain  women  evacuate 
the  catamenial  flux,  by  foreign  and  diftanfc 
organs.  As  we  read  of  fome  who  have 
evacuated  by  the  nofe,  others  by  the  breafls, 
the  can  thus  of  the  eye,  or  by  the  ear,  as  I 
my felf  have  feen  an  inftance  in  the  hofpital 
of  Montpellier.*  What  Hill  more  confirms 

the 

*  Bernardus  Verzafcha,  in  the  13th  of  his  Me¬ 
dical  Obfervations,  mentions  the  cafe  of  a  nun,  who 
excreted  the  catamenia  by  the  mouth.  He  fpeaks 
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the  idea  of  this  predominating  irritation  and 
infenfibility  of  the  uterine  nerves,  is,  that 
thefe  unnatural  evacuations  are  commonly 
periodical.  They  have  continued  fometimes 

for 


Iikewife  of  a  cloiflered  nun,  who  evacuated  them 
per  dentis  alveum. 

J.  B.  Soncinus,  knew  a  woman  who  never  had 
her  menfes  by  the  matrix,  but  a  periodical  hcemorr- 
hage  from  the  right  tibia. 

T.  Bartholinus,  in  his  Hift.  Anatom,  rarior, 
mentions  a  fimilar  cafe,  and  another  woman  cui  e3c 
angulo  oculi  menfes  fluebant. 

Amb.  Pareus,  lib.  23.  c.  52.  after  fpeaking  of  the 
dreadful  confequences  produced  by  the  fuppreffion 
of  the  catamenial  flux,  fays,  tc  Uxori  mece  dum 
“  virgo  effet,  derivabatur  et  purgabatur  per  nares 
i{  menfbrualis  materia. — Uxor  Petri  Fabri  Caftro- 
i:  dunenfis,  menfium  materia,  fe  per  mammas  fin- 
<c  gulis  menfibus  tanta  copia  exonerat,  ut  ei  ebi- 
tc  dendae  et  exhauriendae  vixtriaaut  quatuor  man- 
ts  tilia  fufficiant.” 

I  have  often  feen  a  woman  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bath,  who  has  a  periodical  hoemorrhage  from 
the  end  of  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand,  if  ever 
her  courfes  arc  fuppreffed?  or  fhe  is  with  child,  and 
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for  one,  two,  or  three  years,  'till  the  efforts 
of  nature  had  brought  on  the  defired  cribs, 
and  reftored  the  primitive  fenfibility  to  the 

E  matrix, 


expofes.herfelf  to  any  violent  paflion  of  the  mind. 
Before  the  blood  iffues  from  the  orifice,  the  whole 
arm,  agitated  by  the  fpafm,  fhakes  involuntary,  the 
pulfe  is  unequal  and  fuller,  the  heat  in  this  arm  is 
fuperior  to  the  other. — After  the  hoemorrhage,  the 
heat  dimini fhes,  the-  patient  feels  her  arm  chill’d, 
and  the  pulfe  become  How,  foft  and  weak. — If  any 
ftyptick  or  healing  plaifter  is  applied  to  the  orifice 
from  whence  the  blood  flow’d,  fhe  is  immediately 
feiz’d  with  aficknefs  at  the  ftomach. 

Mr.  Robert,  in  his  Treat! fe  of  Phyfic,  mentions 
the  cafe  of  a  lady,  who  had  a  fupprefiion  of  the 
menfes  occafioned  by  a  fall. — He  obferved  that  fhe 
complained  of  an  uncommon  kind  of  moving  in  the 
left  hypochondre,  nearly  at  each  return  of  the 
months. — -The  fpleen  feem’d  to  move  and  become 
agitated,  and  gave  her  fometimes  a  flight  degree  of 
pain  for  two  or  three  days,  ’till  vomiting  blood 
from  the  ftomach,  relieved  her  from  all  her  anxieties, 
and  fupplied  the  place  of  the  catamenia,  which  the 
debilitated  uterus  could  not  fecrete  as  before  the 
accident.  This  gentleman  obferved  that  thefe  revo¬ 
lutions  did  not  happen  by  fuch  uniform  periods  as 
when  the  hoemorrhage  came  from  the  matrix. 
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matrix,  fo  that  ever  after  it  has  performed 
its  natural  funfHons,  and  reftored  the  fuffer- 
ing  patient  to  her  former  (late  of  health. 

Difagreable  as  fuch  circumdances  muff 
prove  to  the  individual,  yet  they  are  far  lefs 
affedting  than  thole  which  refult  from  a  total 
fuppredion  of  the  menfes.  In  this  cafe  the 
languishing  patient  is,  perhaps,  affedled  with 
a  fuffocation  of  the  matrix,*  hard  tumors 
form  themfelves  upon  the  breads,  the  hyf* 
teric  paffion  predominates,  and  brings  on 
fits  and  palpitations  of  the  heart.  In  others 
the  uterus  becomes  inflamed,  the  dicreffion 
weak,  and  the  appetite  palled.  Sometimes  a 
violent  dranguary  takes  place,  or  the  patient 
falls  into  a  c.onlumption,  jaundice  or  dropfy. 
Such  is  the  melancholy  catalogue  of  thofe 

diforders  which  afflidl  themoft  beautiful  and 

# 

tender 

*  Read,  in  liis  Treatife  of  Ulcers,  p.  170.  fays, 
Cancers  invade  the  matrix  and  breads  of  women, 
by  reafon  of  the  detention  of  the  menftrua. 
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tender  part  of  our  creation.  The  more  de- 
ferving  of  efteem,  as  oftentimes  the  whole 
tribe  of  thefe  indifpofitions,  and  forne  of 
them  which  lead  the  youthful  vichrn  to  the 
grave,  are  the  confequence  of  fhofe  fevere 
laws  which  fociety  and  female  chaflity  com¬ 
mand.— Let  us  confider  this  matter  more 

i 

amply.— At  the  age  of  puberty,  the  twelfth, 
thirteenth  or  fourteenth  ye ar?  the  volume  of 
the  breafts  increafe,  the  voice  is  afFefled,  the 
venereal  organs  difplay  their  feniitive  appe¬ 
tites,  the  circulation  is  gently  flimulated,  and 
a  flight  fpontaneous  inflammation  is  obferved 
within  the  matrix.  Thefe  are  the  fymptoms 
which  indicate  the  preparatory  efforts  of  the 
organs  deftined  to  the  excretion  of  the  cata- 
menial  flux.  Until  the  crifis  is  perfeff  the 
patient  will  oftentimes  feel  pains  about  the 
loins  and  head,  perhaps  the  ftomach  being 
affeffed,  as  contributing  part  of  its  forces 
to  the  general  evacuation^  will  throw  off  its 
contents  by  vomiting,  and  refufe  nourifih- 
jnent.  The  pulfe  becomes  contrafied  with  a 

E  2  ffnaEl 
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fmall  degree  of  irritation.  At  length  the 
appearance  of  the  menftrual  difcharge  fets 
free  the  happy  patient  from  her  anxieties, 
and  fpreads  an  agreeable  fentiment  of  hilarity 
thro*  the  whole  conftitution.  Such  effedts 
produced  by  the  due  concurrence  of  the 
different  a&ions  of  the  venereal  organs, 
ftrengthen  the  conftitution,  purify  the  fyftem, 
and  contribute  to  an  univerfal  and  fure  fund 
of  health. 

Such  evacuations,  therefore,  when  pro¬ 
perly  regulated,  are  ufeful  to  the  whole 
animal  ceconomy,*  but  on  the  contrary, 

when 


*  Jacob  Mofan,  fpeaking  of  the  menftrua,  fays, 
The  health  of  all  women  dependeth  efpecially  on 
this  ncccflary  menftrual  flux  ;  yea  all  her  chaftify, 

fruitfulnefs  and  welfare. - General  Pra&ice  of 

Phyfic,  c.  18.  p.  3. 

Heurnius  De  Graviflimis  morbis  mulicrum.  p.  8, 

Bene  res  erunt  mulierum  menftrualium,  quibus 
ben?  refpondent. 
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when  unequally  diflributed,  too  abundant, 
or  fuppreffed,  they  are  productive  of  the 
moll  troublefome  and  difagreable  confe- 
quences.  For  the  matrix  has  fuch  an  evi¬ 
dent  iufluence  on  the  whole  conflitution, 
that  (as  Democritus  has  obferved  in  his  letter 
to  Hippocrates)  it  is  the  origin  of  innume¬ 
rable  different  difeafes.  Obfervation  has  but 
too  feverely  confirm’d  the  truth  of  this  af- 

fertion.*  And  indeed  the  great  quantity  of 

* 

nerves 


*  The  indullrious  Van  Helmont,  fpeaking  of  the 
uterus,  fays,  11  Monarchic  liftgulari  potitur,  leges 
c(  praefcribit  :  pollet  et  quodam  brutali  intelle&u, 
11  unde  furit,  fremitque  partes  ftringit,  ftrangulat, 
66  non  alias  quam  furore  in  illas  concinatus.”  From 
fuch  juft  obfervations,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  ut 
to  be  intirely  the  effeft  of  error,  to  attribute  the 
menftrual  fun&ions  to  a  plethora  of  blood.  The 
matrix  is  an  a&ive  being,  it  has  its  own  life,  its 
appetites  and  affe&ions. 

Menlium  enim,  fays  Baillou,  eruptionem  orgaf- 
mus  qui  praecedit  et  multa  fymptomata  quae  pertur* 
bationem  a  motu  nature  aut  conatu  in  ciendis  men« 
fibus  fignificant. 
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nerves  diftributed  to  the  matrix,  gives  it  a 
mod  exquifite  degree  of  fenfibility,  and  the 
fpongiform  texture  of  its  parts  difpofe  if, 

i 

more  particularly,  to  receive  the  various  me- 
taftafes  from  the  general  connexion  with  the 

i 

whole  cellulary-membrane.  It  is  fufceptible 
of  the  greatefl  tumult,  and  expofed  to  every 
kind  of  inflammation  and  obflrutlion.  To 
return  to  our  fubje6L 

To  the  happy  excretion  of  the  catamenial 
flux,  by  the  organs  which  nature  has  appro¬ 
priated  for  that  evacuation,  fucceeds  an  in- 
creafed  degree  of  fenfibility  in  the  part.  The 
venereal  organs  difplay  their  appetive  facul¬ 
ties  and  demand  their  natural  privileges. 
The  individual  becomes  agitated’ by  ftrange 
and  unknown  defires,  fhe  fearches  after  the 
caufe,  and  difcovers  it,  but  is  forbid  by  every 
focial  law  to  gratify  them.  Nature,  who 
knows  no  reflraint,  remains  unfatisfied.  En- 
fiaved  by  certain  bonds,  honor  fuppreffes  the 

clamors  of  herinfim&ive  voice*  The  period 

pafFes* 
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paffes,  the  organs  yield  thir  forces,  and  the 

l 

eonqueft  is  crowned  with  richeft  garlands  of 
merit.  Happy,  my  fair  countrywoman,  was 
this  the  only  trial  of  your  virtuous  inclina¬ 
tions.  But  alas,  the  revolving  period  af~ 
fembles  the  fcatter'd  forces,  and  your  com¬ 
mendable  prudence  is  again  put  to  the  fevere 
trial.  The  continued  obftacles  offered  to 
the  voice  of  nature,  incite,  therefore,  an  inci¬ 
pient  and  gentle  fpafm  in  the  conflitution. 
Perhaps  fuch  affe&ion  is  increafed  by  the 
ardor  of  the  female  paffion.  The  flowery 
paths  of  love  may  lead  the  feeble  victim  into 
inclinations  which  are  contrary  to  the  will  of 
her  parents. — Difappointment,  and  re  ft  no¬ 
tion  to  that  duty  which  the  parental  laws 
require,  may  ftill  augment  the  general  ir¬ 
ritation  of  the  nerves.  The  feafon  of  the 
catamenial  flux  returns,  but  nature,  debili¬ 
tated  and  confufed  in  the  principle  of  every 
vital  funffion,  divided  in  her  powers  be¬ 
tween  the  general  welfare  of  the  animal 

ceconomy, 
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ceconomy,  and  the  *appareil  of  the  excretory 
organs,  which  being  no  longer  able  to  op- 
pofe  the  fame  quantity  of  forces,  the  crifis 
becomes  imperfect,  and  the  menfirual  evacu¬ 
ations  are  either  impercepted  or  fparingly 
produced.  In  thefe  imperfeft  excretions  of 
the  catamenia,  we  may  place  a  manifeft  pre- 
difpofmg  caufe  of  the  pudendagra.  If  we 
examine  farther,  we  find  the  amiable  fufferer 
oppreffed  by  the  cruel  tyranny  of  a  chlorofis, 
depraved  appetite,  fupprefiion  of  the  men- 
ilrual  flux,  fuffocation  of  the  uterus,  inflam¬ 
mation  and  fuppuration  in  the  part;  jaun¬ 
dice,  dropfy,  hyfterics,  or  heftic  fever.  In 

others 


*  The  word  appareil  is  of  French  extra&ion, 
which  we  are  under  a  neccffity  of  adopting,  having 
no  word  in  our  language  which  is  proper  to  convey 
the  fame  idea.  It  is  intended  to  exprefs  the  firft 
efforts  of  any  organ  or  gland,  by  which  it  is  put  in 
a&ion,  either  by  a  fpontaneous  inflammation,  or  an 
increafed  degree  of  fenfibility.  The  ere&ion  of  the 
penis  is  the  appareil  of  the  venereal  organs,  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  excretion  of  the  feminal  fluids. 
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others  a  cruel  and  confumptive  diforder  con- 
du61s  the  unhappy  patient,  by  flow  and  flat¬ 
tering  fteps,  to  the  lateft  period  of  exiftence. 
Unhappy  mourners  of  a  darling  child,  blame 
not  the  laws  of  providence  with  injuftice,  for 
cutting  off  the  early  bloflbms  of  the  blooming 
rofe.  Look  into  your  own  hearts,  and  ex¬ 
amine  if  the  delulive  hope  of  a  more  advan¬ 
tageous  match,  or  the  dangerous  avarice  of 
an  unfriendly  parent,  have  not  with  eld  the 
neceflary  portion  of  a  lawful  marriage,  or 
thwarted  the  virtuous  inclinations  of  an  ami¬ 
able  daughter.  If  fo,  you  may  ftrew  your 
mournful  flowers  on  her  youthful  grave,  to 
exculpate  the  miftaken  zeal  of  an  imprudent 
tho*  fond  parent.  Alas !  in  this  early  flage 
of  the  diforder,  the  matrimonial  bond  alone 
can  refcue  the  innocent  fufferer. 

Let  us  purfue  the  melancholy  fcene.  As 
the  nervous  influence  increafes,  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  the  due  excretion  of  the  menflrual 
difcharge  becomes  lefs  certain.  Its  obflinacy 
/.  F  may 
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f  , 

may  be  more  and  more  augmented,  by  the 
various  caufes  which  it  may  receive  from  the 
common  accidents  of  domeftic  *life.  Sudden 

t 

fears,  a  furprize,  borrow,  or  other  pathema, 
mud  manifeftly  increafe  the  nervous  influ¬ 
ence.  The  matrix  communicates,  by  its 
univerfal  fympathy,  to  a  pathological  de¬ 
bility  of  the  nerves  of  the  ftomach,  fo  that 

%  • 

thofe  necefiary  ofcillations,  which  are  fo 
elfcntial  to  health,  are  impeded  between  the 
flomach  and  the  exterior  organ  of  the  body. 
The  fkin  becomes  deprived  of  its  fpring  and 
elaflicity,  and  the  volume  of  the  humors 
deft ined  to  circulate  thro"  the  great  fpace  of 
the  cellulary-membrane,becomes  interrupted. 
By  this  means  one  of  the  moll  important 

fundlions 


*  La  matrice  en  fureur,  comme  ayant  un  depart¬ 
ment  de  la  plus  grande  ctendue,  produit  toutes 
fortes  de  maux  :  faute  d5  ctre  developpee  dans  la 
]eunelle,  cllc  eft  fans  aflion  ;  dans  la  viellelfe  elle 
perde  fon  jcu  &  devient  un  poids  inutile,  dans  le 
jnoycn  age  cllc  ell  dans  un  mouvement  continuel. 

M.  de  Bor  de  u. 
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fun&ibns  of  the  animal  oeconomy  is  inter¬ 
cepted,  The  face,  and  the  whole  portion  of 
the  exterior  organ,  become  pale  and  livid, 
of  a  green  or  yellow  appearance.  An  ex¬ 
treme  laffitude  affiidts  the  patient.  The 
irritation  in  the  nervous  fyflem  is  fo  evident, 
that  the  heart  palpitates  on  the  leaft  motion? 
and  fhould  the  exercife  be  too  fevere  for  the 
patient,  the  temporal  arteries  puifate  alfo 
with  violence,  and  the  refpiration  becomes 
difficult.  The  frequency  and  irritation  of  the 
pulfe  indicate  a  nervous  fever.  A  long  and 
difagreable  pain  is  felt  either  near  the  fore  or 
back  part  of  the  head.  Sometimes  the  ilomach 
refutes  its  office,  and  the  appetite  is  fo  de¬ 
praved,  as  to  fearch  after  a  food  from  green 
raw  fruit,  pieces  of  coals,  chalk,  Sec.  Sec . 
Married  women,  fubjeef  to  the  irregularity 
of  their  catamenia,  either  become  barren,  if 
the  feppreffion  continues  for  any  long  time, 
or  if  they  have  children,  they  generally  prove 
of  a  very  tender  and  delicate  habit  of  body. 
Should  the  menfes  appear  in  their  due  courfe, 

F z  .  and 
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and  prove  fufficiently  abundant,  and  of  a 
good  quality,  there  is  the  greatefl  probability 
that  nature  will  complete  the  cure  without 
the  aid  of  the  medical  art.  The  manifeft  ef- 
fe£ts  of  a  legitimate  marriage  have  been  pro- 
du£live  of  the  happieft  confequences*  to  vir¬ 
gins.  Some  in  the  perfe6f  Hate  of  a  chlorofis, 
have  had  an  eruption  of  the  catameniafromthe 
firft  conta6f  with  their  hufbands,  and  others 
have  confiderably  anticipated  the  period. 
If  on  the  contrary  the  diforder  gains  ground, 
and  nature  becomes  more  obftru&ed,  a  total 
fuppreffion  generally  follows ;  and  the  fymp- 
toms  become  more  grave  and  perplexing.  In 
this  cafe  it  often  happens  that  the  uterine 

nerves 


*  Acdcnique  congreflus,  fi  legitime  fieri  pofiit, 
poll  deobftruentium  remediorum  ufum  erit  utillifi- 
mus;  illo  enim  calor  naturalis  in  partibus  naturali- 
bus  multum  excitatur  quo  uteri  vafa  impenfe  dila- 
tantur.  Et  docet  experientia,  interdum  prirna 
conjugii  nodte  pallidis  iftis  menfnim  fluxum  excitari; 
aliis  verb,  quae  optima  fruuntur  valetudinc,  temnus 
confuetum  anticipari. 

Rivierius,  lib.  15,  c.  1. 
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nerves  are  not  only  debilitated,  but  the  fenfi- 
bility  of  the  matrix  manifeflly  buffers. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  that  it  is  not 
our  intention  to  defcribe  the  different  difea-fes 
of  the  matrix,  but  only  to  take  a  flight  view 
of  the  indifpofltion  to  which  that  organ  is 
fubjeCted,  in  order  to  give  a  clearer  idea  of 
the  predifpoflng  caufes  of  the  pudendagra, 
and  its  variation  from  the  venereal  malignity. 
The  patient  arrived  at  that  period  where  the 
catamenial  flux  is  fuppreffed,  a  train  of  dif- 
agreable  evils  prefent  themfelves  in  confe- 
quence.  The  affeCtion  of  the  uterine  nerves 
extend  their  influence  to  thofe  even  the  moll 
remote  from  them.  The  whole  animal 
oeconomy  buffers.  The  different  humors  im¬ 
perfectly  elaborated,  become  crude  and  un~ 
digefted.  The  nervous  fyftem  is  expofed  to 
continual  fpafms.  In  fine,  every  excretion 
of  the  whole  conftitution  becomes  lefs  per¬ 
fectly  evacutated.  What  are  the  conbequences 
of  fuch  irregularities?  If  at  the  period,  when 

the 
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the  menflruai  flux  fhould  appear,  the  patient 
complains  of  a  weight  and  pains  about  the 
loins,  or  the  parts  furrounding  the  matrix 
are  {lightly  affe6ted,  fo  that  there  is  reafon 
to  expe£t  an  excretion,  an  imperfeffc  evacu¬ 
ation  may  follow.  But  even  in  this  cafe  it 
only  indicates  the  general  debility  of  the  con- 
ftitution  and  the  uterine  nerves.  For  in- 
ftead  of  a  denfe  and  elaborated  blood, 
which  is  the  chara£leriftic  of  the  true  cata- 

A 

menial  excretion,  it  appears  crude  and  indi- 
gefted.  We  refer  the  reader  to  the  firft  book 
of  the  difeafes  of  women,  by  Hippocrates,  if 
lie  is  de (irons  of  obferving  the  farther  pro- 
grefs  of  thofe  inconveniencies  which  follow 
die  fupprefliQn  of  the  menflruai  di (charge. 

Relative  to  our  de%n,  we  derive  the  pie- 
difpoSng  caufes,  of  the  pudendagra,  from 
thofe  circumftanees  which  we  have  already 
dhferved  to  contribute  to  the  obilmdion  of 
the  months,  as  in  their  total  fuppreflion  we 
place  an  dfenrial  caufe  of  this  difbrder. 


\ 
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Predifpofmg  Caufes  of  thePudendagra, 
from  the  fajkionable  Vice  of  Gal¬ 
lantry. 


have  already  mention’d  the 
^  inconveniencies  to  which  the 
^  ’  ^  mod  deferving  part  of  the 

0^44^  creation  were  expofed,  by 

thofe  rigid  and  fevere  laws 
which  virtuous  chadity  expe&s  within  the 
focial  world,  and  we  have  fometimes  known 
an  amiable  fufferer  led  to  the  grave,  a  cruel 
martyr  to  this  unhappy  difeafe.  Have  we 
then  feen  virtuous  innocence  fufferin  fo  juft 
a  caufe,  without  fhedding  round  her  fhrine 
both  our  incenfe  and  our  offerings.  With¬ 
out  fetting  up  to  her  memory  a  datue  of 
pured  gold,  or  decorating  her  marble  urn 

with 
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with  richeft  garlands  of  never  fading  flowers. 
Such  pleafing  and  tender  remembrances  of 
our  pity  for  her  unhappy  lot,  fhould  repay, 
by  grateful  obligations,  all  we  owe  to  fo  much 
perfection. 

f  T  ''f  ▼  .  n  •  .  •  v  * 

r''-n  \  v  .  •  v 

>  .  .  »  »  -j  e  *  ,  ,  ,  , 

It  will  now  be  neceffary  to  change  the 

fcene,  to  one  where  neither  our  pity  nor 

•  •  '  * 

elteem  will  have  fuch  reafon  to  be  put  to  fo 
fevere  a  trial. 

»  •  •  •  *  A  VJ  J  ,  * 

Our  anceftors,  as  wife  and,  perhaps,  more 
prudent  than  we  are  in  the  prefent  trifling 
age  of  gallantry,  paid  all  that  religious  hom- 
mage  which  was  due  to  fo  facred  and  ufeful 
an  inflitution  as  the  matrimonial  contraCl.* 
Nature,  confirm’d  by  experience,  faw  the 
neceffity  of  uniting  (by  the  moft  pleafing  of 

all 

v 

/ 

1  *  *  , 

*  It  was  a  cuftom  among  the  ancients,  to  order 

the  nurfe  to  meafure  the  fize  of  the  bride’s  neck  with 

/ 

a  thread,  very  carefully,  both  on  the  evening  of 
the  marriage,  and  the  following  morning.  Catullus 
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all  bonds)  the  virtuous  defires  of  a  fond 
couple.  Their  conftancy  and  mutual  attach¬ 
ments  were  rewarded  by  an  exquifite  and 
pure  fentiment,  by  a  continued  and  fure 
fund  of  health.  Uniting  in  the  pofieffion  of 
each  other,  all  the  fancied  pleafures  which 

G  incon- 


alludes  to  this  ceremony^  in  his  poem  on  the  mar„ 
riage  of  Thetis  and  Peleus. 

Non  illam  riutrix,  orienti  luce,  revifens 

Hederno  collum  poterit  circumdare  filo. 

Perhaps,  few  phenomena  in  nature  were  un¬ 
known  to  the  ancients,  at  lead  if  they  did  not  altoge¬ 
ther  account  for  them,  in  the  mod  rational  manner, 
yet  they  have  been  obferved.  It  is  probable,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  origin  of  this  ceremony  was  owing  to 
fomething  more  than  mere  caprice.  Hippocrates 
has  mentioned  the  fwelling  of  the  veins  of  the  neck 
after  the  fruition  of  the  venereal  pleafures,  and  fays, 
that  young  perfons  who  begin  to  tade  of  them,  are 
fubjeft  to  haemorrhages.  This  circumdance  feems  to 
corroborate  our  argument  in  favor  of  matrimony  to 
young  women  who  are  irregular  in  their  catamenia. 
For  the  fwelling  of  the  veins  Chews  that  the  humors 
are  drawn  more  towards  the  exterior  furface  of  the 


V. 
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inconftancy  can  give,  without  tailing  of  thofe 
difagreable  vexations  which  fo  often  attend 
it.  They  poflefs  in  each  other  every  refine¬ 
ment  of  human  life,  and  enjoy  thofe  plea- 
fures  which  are  the  reward  of  innocence  and 
virtue.  It  is  here  the  pudendagra  fcarce  ever 
fhewrs  itfelf,  as  on  the  contrary,  from  the  im¬ 
prudent  ufe  and  abufe  of  the  venereal  plea- 
fures,  we  find  its  malignant  influence  con- 
Ifantly  predominate.  Gallantry  is  the  certain 
feed  of  this  diforder,  when  fown  on  the  fields 
of  unlimited  enjoyment.  T  he  fweet  volupte 
of  the  French,  the  prolonged  fruition  of  the 
cytherean  pleafures,  are  the  flowery  paths 

which 


body,  and  muff  confequently  accelerate  their  circu¬ 
lation  through  the  whole  cellulary-membrane. 

Stahl  and  Spigellius  have  both  remark’d  the 
fwelling  of  the  veins,  and  Ramazini  explains  the 
phenomenon  of  the  fwelling  of  the  veins  in  the 
neck,  by  a  revolution  caufcd  from  an  immoderateufe 
of  the  venereal  pleafures,  which  excefs  was  call’d, 
among  ancients,  by  tli e  name  of  clinopale. 
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which  feduce,  and  never  fail  to  condufl  the 
female  adventurer  to  its  difagreable  fcene.  It 
is  in  great  cities  that  this  diforder  prevails  with 
more  violence  than  it  does  in  remote  and  dis¬ 
tant  villages,  where  it  would  often  remain 
unknown,  if  not  for  the  unhappy  few,  whom 

we  have  mentioned  in  our  firff  divifion,  to 

) 

be  fufceptible  of  a  flight  degree  of  the  pu- 
dendagra, 

Paris,  the  moft  gallant  city  of  Europe, 
betrays  the  number  of  its  fufferers.  The  ge¬ 
neral  difrefpeff  fliewn  to  the  matrimonial  cen¬ 
tral, — -The  unconft rained  liberty  in  which 
married  women  are  buffered  to  live, — The 
conftant  and  immoderate  ufe  of  coffee  and 
liqueures,  high-feafon’d  ragouts  which  in¬ 
flame  the  blood  and  ftimulate  the  nerves, — . 
Frequent  opportunities  joined  to  either  a 
real  or  imaginary  defire,  excite  the  venereal 
appetites  at  improper  periods.  The  dif- 
graceful  term  of  heiijfe  (ftupidity)  which  is 
given  to  that  air  of  innocence  and  modefly 

G  3  common 
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common  to  every  young  woman  uninftrudfed 
in  the  rules  of  gallantry,  is  fo  difheartning  to 
the  younger  part  of  the  fex,  that  a  girl  at 
fifteen  prefumes  to  have  got  over  fuch  pre¬ 
judices.  Love  is  the  conftant  fubjedl  of 
the  day,  and  of  the  greateft  part  of  their 
theatrical  pieces.  The  rules  which  are  to  be 
obferved,  and  the  length  of  time  whichit  is  ne- 
celTary  to  let  the  lover  languish,  become  a  real 
fcience.  The  different  hours  for  love,  the  art 
of  changing  them,  the  breaking  off  from  one 
lover  to  reinftate  a  new  one,  are  the  conftant 
employments  of  fome  fafhionable  women, 
when  they  are  difengaged  from  neceffary  vilits. 
— L’amant  du  matin ,  has  different  privileges 
from  V amant  de  la  promenade ,  as  thofe  of 
1  amant  de  la  foiree  are  effentially  different 
from  V amant  de  la  nuit. 

By  fuch  infatuated  prejudices,  the  un¬ 
thinking  part  of  womankind  bring  on 
them  (elves  thole  vexatious  and  dilagreable 
jnconveniendes,  whofe  feat  is  founded  on 

the 
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the  pudendagra.  They  pervert  the  laws  of 
nature,  debilitate  the  vital  fyftem,  and  be¬ 
come  feverer  viflims  to  ill-judged  and  un¬ 
limited  pleafures  by  forcing  nature,  than 
thofe  amiable  fufferers  who  have  ftifled  and 
ceafed  to  gratify  a  natural,  becaufe  an  un¬ 
permitted  defire. — It  will  appear  at  prefent 
of  what  confequence  it  is  to  fociety,  to  govern 
or  dire6!  the  venereal  appetites  by  the  moll 
rigid  laws.  How  effential  it  is  to  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  nature  and  to  be  governed  by 
her.  Since  by  a  falfe  zeal  to  llifle  her  in¬ 
citements,  may  dilturb  the  whole  animal 
ceconomy  ;  and  to  think  of  difpoling  of  her 
pleafures  at  our  will,  is  to  expofe  us  to 
more  dangerous  inconveniencies.  It  is  not 
a  privilege  of  the  rich  or  luxurious  to  dire6fc 
their  paffions,  difpofe  of  them,  or  indulge 
them  as  they  pleafe ;  nor  can  all  the  refine¬ 
ments  of  fociety,  all  the  improvements  of 
art,  ferve  to  prolong  our  natural  fenfations, 
render  them  more  exquifite,  or  fubjefl  them 
to  our  will  ?  We  may  force  nature  to  yield 

to 
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to  our  inclinations  for  a  "time,  but  when  we 
reiterate  thefe  efforts  too  often,  the  difagrea- 
ble  confequences  fall  on  ourfelves,  weaken 
the  conflitution,  and  abridge  the  period  of 
our  exigence.  In  whatever  hate  of  life  we 
are  placed,  prudence  fhould  guide  every 
ftep  in  the  flowery  paths  of  pleafure ;  and 
if  a  x iolupte  may  be  permitted  to  enrich  and 
heighten  the  manner  of  our  exiflence,  it 
ought  only  to  be  when  the  voice  of  nature 
demands,  from  the  venereal  organs,  the  con¬ 
fequences  of  their  creation.  Reiterated  and 
profufe  venery  often  impair  the  fenfitive  fa¬ 
culties,  debilitate  the  nerves,  impoverifh  the 
blood,  and  if  continued  for  a  long  time, 
bring  on  a  fatal  atrophy  or  an  incurable  tabes 
in  men ;  but  in  women,  who  are  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  fubje6l  of  this  eflay,  it  deflroys 
the  natural  fenfibility  of  the  uterine  nerves, 
caufes  a  general  irritation  in  the  conflitution, 
and  difpofes  them,  more  particularly,  to 
that  difagreable  train  of  inconveniencies  to 
which  the  fex  alone  are  expofecL 

Early 
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Early  matrimony  is  the  moft  prudent  pre~ 
fervative,  when  its  laws  are  duly  refpe£ied, 
and  when  two  hearts  are  united  by  the  fame 
tender  bonds.  The  children  cement  the 
natural  affediion,  and  enrich  fociety  with 
many  refpediable  members.  For  every  young 
man  that  lives  without  fuch  attachments,  is  a 
perfedf  cofmopolite ;  if  he  is  in  affluent  cir- 
cumflances,  he  feeks  to  kill  the  wearied  hours 
by  pleafure  and  diffipation;  but  enchained 
by  love,  to  the  lot  of  fome  favorite  objedf, 
he  finds  in  matrimony  a  certain  happinefs 
which  the  gay  world  cannot  procure  him. 
His  children  afford  new  fenfations  to  occupy 
his  mind,  and  he  becomes  fix’d  to  fome  one 
part  of  the  world,  he  gives  himfelf  up  to  an 
employment  to  procure  a  certain  fund  of 
wealth,  and  infure  future  happinefs  for 
his  children,  or  prefent  affluence  to  his 

Ariftotle  has  faid,  that  the  woman  defired 
the  male  after  fecundation.  But  we  have 

numbers 
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numbers  of  inlfances,  where  chafle  and 
virtuous  women,  having  conceived  by  a 
favorite  lover,  have  refilled  every  feduCtion, 
every  intreaty,  carelfing  only  the  fond  idea  of 
their  firff  pafiion,  have  conceived  with  an 
almofl:  virgin  purity.  This  amiable  conflancy 
in  women,  (who  have  been  united  by  fond 
inclination  and  a  lawful  contraCi)  is  fuperior 
infuch  bright  characters  to  the  fubjeCt  of  this 
elfay.  Our  prefent  objeft  is  only  to  confider 
the  abufe  of  nature's  gifts. 

The  feafon  of  procreation  among  the  ani¬ 
mal  tribe  is,  when  the  inftinCtive  voice  of 
nature  fpeaks  by  a  gentle  inflammation  in 
the  organs  of  generation  ;  a  truth  confirm'd 
by  obfervation,  and  the  accurate  and  labori¬ 
ous  dilfeCtions  of  Graaf,  Gliflon,  Hervey  and 
others.  The  iameinltinCt  guides  the  female 
to  the  male,  which  having  receiv'd  Ihe  becomes 
fecund,  the  inflammation  ceafes,  and  the 

animal  is  influenced  by  a  new  centre  of  fenfi- 

♦ 

bility,  to  which  the  general  ofcillations  of 

the 
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the  humors  naturally  tend.  The  human 
fpecies  is  too  nearly  rivall’d  by  brutes,  in  the. 
privilege  of  being  fecundated  in  any  feafon, 
for  every  animal  which  nouriflies  its  embrio 
by  the  natural  heat  of  its  own  body,  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  letting  fall  its  young  at  any  accom¬ 
plished  period  of  exigence.  We  do  not, 
however,  find  from  observation,  that  they 
Search  repeated  fruition.  The  realon  perhaps 
is,  they  follow  the  voice  of  nature  alone. 
Man,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  natural  pri¬ 
vilege  of  eredling  himfelf  into  Society,  be¬ 
comes  capable  alfo,  by  his  refined  Sentiment, 
of  correfting  the  fublime  ftrokes  of  nature. 
He  can  difplay  the  beautiful  proportions  of 
the  Corinthian  column,  decorate  the  Splendid 
Saloon,  or  give  a  graceful  air  and  deportment 
to  the  Simple  rultic.  But  can  he  form  the 
mufcular  fyllem  with  Such  proper  modula¬ 
tions?  Do  children  become  more  robuft 
better  conftrudfed,  when  bred  up  in  the 
^plendid  nurfery,  with  all  the  care  they  re¬ 
ceive  from  their  fond  parents  ?  Are  they  So 

H  healthy. 
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healthy,  fo  robufl,  or  fo  well  form’d,  as 
when  they  are  left  to  the  hand  of  nature 
alone  ?  The  inanimate  parts  of  the  world 
are  fubjefted  to  the  will  of  man,  he  can 
throw  down  the  vafl  rock  or  turn  the  courfe 
of  rivers  ;  he  has  power  alfo  over  many  parts 
of  animated  nature,  he  can  difpofe  of  the 
life  of  animals,  or  of  his  own  exigence. — 
Pie  can  cleltroy,  but  it  is  that  omnipotent  Being 
alone,  which  governs  and  has  form’d  the 
univerfe,  that  has  the  power  of  creating.  Con¬ 
tinued  deftroyers  of  nature’s  gifts,  at  what  a 
vafl  expence,  O  man  !  does  (he  contribute  to 
your  pleafures.  Perhaps  it  may  be  alleged 
by  fome  perfons,  that  man  is  capable  of 
forming  his  own  lpecies,  but  oh  !  demi  phi- 
iolopher,  where  are  his  powers  ?  Does  not 
man  follow  the  diftates  of  nature’s  laws  ? 
And  is  not  the  procreative  aft  a  gentle  Rep 
towards  the  deflruftion  of  his  exi Renee  ?  Do 
flowers  Ried  their  feeds  but  in  decaying  ?  Are 
there  not  beings  whole  death  is  the  produftion 
of  their  young  ?  Befldes,  has  he  found  out 
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even  the  formative  powers  of  the  womb,  or 
the  different  changes  which  the  foetus  under- 
goes  ?  Not  yet.  That  difcovery  is  hill  to 
make. 

Our  readers,  perhaps,  will  be  fenlible  of 
a  long  digreffion,  we  lliall  return  therefore  to 
our  fubjebt.  As  man  has  more  particularly 
the  privilege  of  difpofing  of  his  own  exifl- 
ence,  he  can  a6f  oftentimes  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  his  nature,  he  can  pervert  her 
order  and  deftroy  it.  Ever  in  fearch  of 
pleafing  fenfations,  he  fuffers  himfelf  to  be 
deluded  bv  their  influence.  Dreading  at  the 
fame  time  thofe  which  are  difagreable,  he 
endeavors  to  turn  his  back  on  and  ihun  them. 
Thus  his  life  is  one  continued  cornparifon  of 
pleafure  and  pain.  The  venereal  organs  do 
too  often  govern  him;  and  deflmdlive  as 
their  irritation  prove,  yet  he  ufes  the  cy  the - 
rean  pleafures  with  no  other  reflricfion  thanj 
perhaps,  the  abfolute  debility  of  their  fentx- 
ment.  Women,  to  whom  nature  has  recoin » 
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mended  fuch  a  fevere  oeconomy  of  her  trea- 
fure,  to  whom  file  has  fo  evidently  mark’d 
out  the  hated  periods  for  its  indulgence,  buf¬ 
fer  more  inconveniencies  than  the  men. 
More  efpecially  if  they  indulge,  not  only  the 
unlimited,  but  the  varied  offerings  of  differ¬ 
ent  lovers. 

We  fhail  no  longer  wonder,  perhaps,  after 
this,  that  fuch  a  diforder  as  the  pudendagra 
is  found  in  the  focial  world :  whofe  baneful 
11  reams  flow  from  different  fources  than  thofe 
accidental  calamities  which  airlift  the  moll 
virtuous  and  defcrving  part  of  womankind. 
Are  there  then  fuch  monflers  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  whofe  blinded  folly  has  led  them  to  a 

4  " W 

fcene  fo  tragical  and  difagreable  ?  Obferva- 
tion  has  already  confirm’d  this  faft  to  medical 

enquiries ;  and  its  frequency  in  great  and 

/ 

populous  cities,  will,  in  a  future  age,  confirm 
its  baneful  influence  in  Europe,  (tho*  not 
perhaps  with  the  fame  violence)  as  it  has 
formerly  done  among  the  Latins,  and  in  the 
more  eaflern  countries.  It 
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It  is  to  you,  on  whom  fortune  fmiles, 
where  opulence,  eafe  and  luxury,  contribute 
to  the  pleafures  of  life,  that  the  philofopher 
particularly  addrehes  himfelf.  For  it  is  not 
from  the  advantages  of  birth,  the  means  of 
fatisfying  and  procuring  new  defires,  that 
can  give  to  man  the  privilege  of  direfting 
nature’s  gifts.  They  are  facred  to  her  alone, 
above  the  price  of  gems,  or  the  purchafe  of 
an  empire. 

We  fhould  learn  the  iuflruflive  lelfon, 
that  every  moment  dellroys  fome  certain  por¬ 
tion  of  the  general  fenfiblity  of  our  nerves, 
and  as  we  indulge  ourfelves  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  nature’s  treafures,  we  haflen  by  as 
certain  paths  to  the  end  of  our  exiftence. 
Such  was  the  cafe  when  the  Romans  degene¬ 
rated  from  their  ancient  aufterity  to  a  life  of 

indolence  and  luxury. 

< 

When  gallantry  was  introduced  among 
them,  after  the  Auguftan  age,  it  is  more  than 

probable, 
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probable,  that  the  effects  of  that  difo refer, 
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to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  pudenda gra, 
began  to  be  manifefted.  This  fuppofition 
feems  confirm'd  by  the  lafeivious  productions 
of  feveral  of  their  poets, — Ovid,  Horace, 
Catullus,  Martial,  Tacitus  arrdjuvenaf,  ftou- 
riffl’d  in  this  age  of  gallantry,  and  have  left 
us  in  their  works,  corroborating  proofs  of 
a  diforder  nearly  fimrlar  to  that  we  have  been 
treatingof. — During  the  reign  of  Heiiogaba- 
lus,  every  vice  which  lafcivioufnefs  could 
invent,  teems  to  have  crept  in  among  the 
Romans.  It  is  no  wonder  then,  that  they 
fhould  have  been  afflicted  with  a  diforder,, 
whole  effefts  feem  to  bear  a  great  analogy 
with  what  we  now  call  venereal  difeafe,  and 
which  have  probably  induced  forae  authors 
to  think  them  to  be  the  fame. 

If  tire  pudendagra  has.  been  produced  by 
a  luxurious  mode  of  living,  and  an  excels  of 
gallantry,  the  diforder  will  oftentimes  make 
a  very  rapid  and  dtfagreable  prog  rets,  noth* 
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withftanding  the  patient  may  have  taken  thofe 
medicines  ufuallyprefcribed  for  the  fymptoms 
under  which  it  has  appeared :  fo  that  often¬ 
times  not  only  the  patient,  but  the  phyfician 
will  be  furprized  at  its  obflinacy,  and  the 
latter  change  his  prefcriptions  without  effe6l, 
the  diforder  conftantly  gaining  ground.  In 
■fuch  cafe  it  will  be  more  particularly  necef- 
fary  he  fhould  be  informed  of  the  moral  cha- 
ra6ler  of  the  afflifitedperfon:  a  circumffance  of 
the  greatefl  delicacy.  Perhaps  he  may  find, 
that  from  not  knowing  the  fource  which  has 
produced  her  diforder,  fhe  may  (till  continue 
to  indulge  thofe  pleafures  for  which  fhe  Puf¬ 
fers,  and  which  at  prefent  are  fo  contrary  to 
her  cure.  In  fuch  cafes  it  is  neceffary  to  be 
very  fevere  on  the  oeconomy  of  the  venereal 
pleafures,  or  to  forbid  them  intirely,  from 
which,  with  the  general  remedies,  the  difor- 

1 

der  is  fometimes  fubdued  in  a  fliort  time. 
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But  if  from  negleff,  a  falfe  delicacy,  or 
from  the  hope  of  nature  performing  the  cure 

herfelf^ 
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herfelf,  the  diforder  is  fuffer’d  to  increafe, 
then  the  natural  fenfibility  of  the  matrix  is 
generally  fo  much  affe£ted,  as  to  lofe  its 
tone,  becoming  incapable  of  refilling  to  the 
force  of  the  diforder,  and  the  whole  volume 
of  the  uterus  is  often  affe6ted. 

In  fuch  cafe,  and  fometimes  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  diforder,  fhould  men  tafle 
of  the  venereal  pleafures,  with  women  thus 
circumflanced,  they  may  find  fuch  moments 
followed  by  fomc  of  thofe  difagreable  cir- 
cumftances  which  arife  from  an  impure 
coition  ;  not  indeed  with  the  fame  feverity. 
For  in  the  prefent  cafe,  tho'  they  are  dif¬ 
agreable,  yet  they  do  not  produce  the  dan¬ 
gerous  rircumftances  of  inflammation,  cordee 
or  the  ardor  urinae.  But  then  they  differ 
in  the  effe&s  they  produce,  relative  to  the 
different  conflitutions  of  the  male  and  female. 

1 

Should  a  perfon  be  exceedingly  lufceptible 
of  affeftion,  from  the  fenfibility  of  his 

nerves, 
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nerves,  or  oftentimes  from  the  healthy  and 
pure  hate  of  his  conflitution,  and  he  de¬ 
livers  himfelf  to  the  venereal  pleafures  with 
a  perfon  labouring  under  this  complaint,  he 
will  fometimes  find  (I  do  not  fay  always)  a 
fmall  inflammation  arife  fome  time  after,  at 
the  extremity  of  |the  glans  penis,  or,  more 
properly  fpeaking,  at  the  mouth  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  from  which  will  iffue  out  a  thin,  white 
or  yellow  fanies.  The  pain  it  will  occafion, 
perhaps  none  at  all,  or  only  trifling,  without 
any  ardor  urinae,  or  any  of  thofe  difagreable 
pains  in  the  tefticles  or  loins,  which  generally 
indicate  the  true  venereal  infefHon. 

From  thefe  circumflances  it  will  evidently 
appear,  how  imprudent  it  muff  be,  to  treat 
all  kinds  of  runnings,  or  even  ulcers  which 
are  brought  on  by  copulation,  as  venereal 
infe&ions,  and  in  confequence  to  follow  the 
fame  uniform  method  of  cure. 
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Ambrofe  Pare,  in  his  treatife  on  the  Iue3 
venerea,  copied  from  Thierry  de  Hierry,  fays, 
that  every  ulcer  which  comes  on  the  penis 
after  coition  with  women,  is  not  to  be  call’d 
venereal.  In  the  fame  cafe  we  are  to  make  a 
diftin&ion  between  the  running,  or  ulcers 
which  attack  the  penis  from  an  infection  of 
the  pudendagra,  and  thofe  produced  from 
a  manifefl  venereal  taint.  We  fhall  farther 
Ihew  the  neceffity  of  fuch  diflinftions,  when 
we  fpeak  of  pra&ical  obfervations. 


Anatomical  Dissections. 

TAURING  the  time  I  was  employed  in 
^  my  anatomical  purfuits,  at  Paris,  I 
had  a  favorable  opportunity  of  confirming 
mv  thoughts  on  the  nature  of  this  diforder 
by  obfervation,  and  of  alluring  myfelf  of  its 
real  exigence  from  the  opening  of  the  bodies 
of  two  perlons,  whofe  complaints  were 
brought  on  them  by  an  unlimited  ufe  of  the 
venereal  pleafures. 


Dissec- 
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Dissection  ifh 

I^TADAME  la  Marquis  de  — — a  lady 
of  great  diflinftion,  and  one  of  the 
mod;  gallant  in  the  gay  capital,  had  linger’d 
for  three  years,  under  the  cruel  tyranny  of  a 
fevere  diforder,  which  her  phylicians  call’d 
les  Jleurs  blanches.  Every  remedy  was  ad- 
minifter’d  which  art  could  devife,  to  rid  her 
of  fo  difagreable  a  complaint,  but  in  vain; 
the  diforder  fubduing  all  their  effeHs,  fhe  at 
lafl  fell  a  vicfirn  to  its  baneful  influence.  Her 
parents  furprized  at  the  obftinacy  of  the 
complaint,  and  thinking  its  caufe  to  be  fome- 
thing  preternatural,  were  deflrous  that  the 
body  fhould  be  open’d,  to  which  the  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons,  who  had  attended  her  in 
her  illnefs,  were  alfo  equally  inclined.  The 
day  was  fixed,  and  my  friend  was  engaged 

for  the  anatomical  part.  He  offer’d  me  to 

* 

be  prefent,  to  which  I  with  pleafure  con- 
fented,  as  the  obje6t  promiled  to  furnifh 
fomething  new  for  medical  fpeculation. 

I  2  On 
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On  opening  the  bread,  the  lungs  and 
heart  were  not  apparently  adedfed.  We 
found  the  domach  confiderably  increafed  in 
its  volume,  as  if  it  had  been  didended  by 
wind,  the  liver  appeared  in  its  natural  date, 
the  intedines  were  perfedtly  free  from  any 
appearance  of  infection,  and  alfo  both  the 
kidnies.  As  we  came  to  the  uterus,  we  found 
a  mod  melancholy  fcene  of  this  diforder. — 
The  whole  bulk  of  the  matrix,  with  the  vagina, 
were  form'd  into  one  general  large  tumor, 
all  the  rugae  of  this  organ  were  obliterated, 
and  alfo  the  os  tincae.  Several  hydatides 
were  difcover  d  in  its  fubdances,  from  fome 
of  which  ouzed  out  a  fetid  ichor,  from  others 
a  mucus,  having  the  appearance  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  jelly,  and  fome  of  them  were 
fchirrudes,  whofe  matter  was  almod  formed 
into  a  thick  compadf  homy  fubdance.  The 
tumor  was  fo  general,  that  it  was  not  pofli- 
ble  to  didinguifli  any  thing  of  the  original 
form  of  the  uterus,  the  pofition  of  it  was  de- 
placcd  and  throwh  on  one  fide,  bearing  with 
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It  the  general  contents.  The  ovaria  were  in  a 
perfe6l  flate.  The  bladder  and  re£lum  had 
confiderably  buffer’d  from  the  preffure  of  the 
uterus,  and  the  patient  had,  in  the  latter 
part  of  her  diforder,  been  greatly  troubled 
with  a  difficulty  of  voiding  both  the  urine 
and  excrement.  One  of  the  tumors,  which 
was  of  the  fteatomofe  kind,  was  exceedingly 
large,  and  occupied  great  part  of  the  uterus. 
In  ffiort,  it  could  no  longer  be  a  matter  of 
doubt,  that  the  diforder  had  taken  its  rife 
in  this  organ,  and  that  its  progrefs  muff 
have  occafioned  the  death  of  the  patient* 


D  ISSECTION  2(1. 

1 

t  "  „ 

r  |  ^ H  E  wife  of  a  merchant  who  had  long 
**■  been  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  America9 
and  had  been  troubled  with  an  inceffant  flowing 
of  a  white  or  yellow  matter  from  the  vagina, 
came  to  Europe  in  that  fituation  to  be  treated 
for  it.  The  diforder  refilled  the  force  of 

the 
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the  common  remedies  admin iftered  in  thefe 
cafes,  and  degenerated  into  feveral  tumors 
of  the  fchirrous  kind.  Thefe  at  Jaft  became 
fo  numerous,  that  the  patient  tired  out  with 
different  treatments,  gave  way  to  her  difor- 
der,  and  became  at  laff  a  viflim  to  its 
ravages. 

r 

\ 

The  body  was  open’d  by  defire  of  the 
parents. — -In  the  diffe&ion  we  found  the 
principal  vifcera,  namely  the  lungs,  heart, 
liver,  ftomach,  in  a  perfect  healthy  appear¬ 
ance,  fo  were  alfo  the  pancreas,  kidnies, 
mefentery  and  bowels.  But  the  tumor 
of  the  matrix  was  fo  enormous  as  to  have 
mifplaced  great  part  of  the  inteftines,  the 
bladder  and  the  uterus.  It  occupied  a  fpace 
almoft  as  far  as  the  umblical  region,  in 
which  we  found  an  inconceivable  number 
of  tumors  of  different  kinds,  tho’  chiefly 
fchirrhous. 
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Case  ill. 

Young  gentleman  had  been  for  a  long 


time  under  the  care  of  a  furgeon,  for 
a  probable  infection  from  a  woman  having 
the  pudendagra,  as  his  complaints  were  only 
a  gentle  ouzing  of  a  white  ichor  from  the 
urethra,  with  a  very  flight  degree  of  inflam¬ 
mation,  The  furgeon,  however,  not  making 
the  proper  diftinction,  treated  it  as  venereal^ 
and  began  by  draftic  purges  ;  after  four  or 
five  days,  he  adminifteTd  the  mercurius  dulcis 
with  jalap,  which,  as  the  patient  was  difficult 
to  purge,  he  increafed  the  dofe,  'till  he  had 
produced,  as  he  thought,  a  fufficient  evacu¬ 
ation.  By  fuch  medicines  the  running  be¬ 
came  thin  and  limpid,  and  very  profufe  in 
quantity.  The,  mercury,  however,  was  not 
dilcontmued,  and  the  running  began  to 
augment,  attended  with  a  great  debility  of 
the  parts  of  generation.  The  furgeon  imagin¬ 
ing  the  virus  to  be  at  prefent  fufficiently  era¬ 
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dicated,  and  that  it  was  now  the  proper  epo- 
cha  to  adminifter  the  aftringent  medicines, 
he  order’d  the  bals-copaib,  on  fugar,  which 
prov’d  ineffeftual.  His  next  intention  was 
to  increafe  the  power  of  the  aftringent  medi¬ 
cines,  by  combining  the  terra-japon  with  the 
bolus  armena,  and  forming  them  into  pills, 
with  the  bals-canadens.  After  each  bolus  he 

j 

was  order’d  to  take  twenty  drops  of  his  bals- 
copaib. — The  defired  effeft,  however,  was 
not  produced  from  this  prefcription. 

In  this  fituation  he  applied  to  me.  think¬ 
ing  his  furgeon  impofed  on  him.  I  allured 
him  it  was  very  polhble  that  his  furgeon 
might  have  a6ted  with  the  flri£teft  honor, 
but  that  he  had  probably  miftaken  a  flight 
infe&ion  produced  from  copulation  with  a 
woman  having  the  pudendagra,  for  a  vene¬ 
real  infe&ion.  I  beg’d  him  to  inform  me 
*  » 

if  he  had  any  reafon  to  fufpeft  that  the  run¬ 
ning  was  firft  occalioned  by  a  recent  taint, 
from  a  perfon  infe&ed  with  the  venereal 
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virus.  He  anfwer’d,  that  from  the  great 
precautions  he  had  always  taken,  he  could 
not  think  it  was  venereal,  and  had  told  his 
furgeon  fo  in  the  beginning  of  his  treatment  $ 
that  the  perfon  with  whom  he  had  the  in¬ 
trigue  was  married,  (a  very  flight  crime 
among  the  French)  and  therefore  he  could  not 
fufpe6t  her  of  any  infe&ion ;  belides,  when 
he  reproach’d  her  with  the  confequence,  ihe 
was  exceedingly  angry,  and  fo  piqued,  that 
fhe  would  never  fee  him  afterwards. 

I  could  judge  no  otherways,  but  that  the 
lady  had  had  fome  affeflion  of  the  matrix, 
produced  from  the  bad  difpolition  of  the 
uterine  nerves,  or  fome  of  thofe  caufes  which 
we  have  fo  often  ennumerated.  However, 

r 

relative  to  the  cure,  the  only  indication  was 
to  invigorate  the  debilitated  organs,  and  give 
a  degree  of  ftrength  and  force  to  the  whole 
nervous  fyftem. 

I  order’d  him  fir  ft  a  gentle  vomit  of  the 
tartar-emetic,  gr.  ij.  diffolved  in  a  pint  of 

■  K  water. 
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water,  drinking  a  fufficient  quantity  only  to 
excite  a  gentle  evacuation. — The  next  day 
he  was  purged  with  a  mild  minor ative.  And 
I  then  order’d  him  the  following  bolus  to  be 
taken  morning  and  evening,  to  be  increafed 
occalionally. 


Rp.  Pulver  quinquinas  drachmam  dimi- 
diam,  croc.  mart,  adftring.  gr.  iv.  fyrupi 
abfynth.  q.  s.  f.  bolus. 

He  was  order’d  likewife  to  drink  a  pint  of 
Seltzer  water  with  an  equal  quantity  of  milk 
every  morning,  ufing  moderate  exercife. — 
This  courfe  continued  for  a  fortnight,  he 
began  to  recover  his  color,  and  the  running 
had  a  more  favorable  appearance.  Two 
crrains  of  the  cinnamomum  acutum  were  added 

r  ,  r  4 

to  each  bolus,  and  the  Seltzer  waters  were 
left  off  for  thofe  of  Paffy. — He  continued 
daily  to  improve,  fo  that  I  could  affure  him 
as  the  fpring  was  advancing,  he  would  foon 
be  cured,  provided  he  abftained  from  venery. 
V  -  :  ~  -  —The 
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- — The  cure  was  completed  by  the  ufe  of 
the  kermes-minereal,  made  into  pills  with 
manna, ' 


Case  the  2d. 


Young  Gentleman  with  whom  I  was 


***  particularly  conne&ed  at  Paris,  had 
an  amour  with  a  young  married  woman  of 
Flanders,  who  came  to  the  capital  on  a 
law  fuit.  Her  cheeks  were  of  that  florid 
Vermillion  which  indicate  health  and  defire. 
The  hufband,  who  was  very  rigid,  was 
obliged  to  flay  in  the  country  on  account 
of  his  affairs,  fo  that  the  found  herfelf  in  full 
liberty  at  Paris  :  and  indeed  fhe  did  not  fail 
to  make  ufe  of  it . 

\ 

She  indulged  very  much  in  the  ufe  of  coffee, 
(which  is  generally  a  French  winter  break- 
fa  ft)  and  eat  of  rich  ragouts  with  the  greatefl 
profufion,  keeping  at  the  fame  time  very  late 
hours.  In  fhort,  fhe  was  as  gay  as  her  fortune 
would  allow.  A  married  woman,  haudfome 


and 
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and  young,  will  not  long  want  admirers :  to 
whom,  however,  die  was  very  referved  at 
the  beginning ;  but  favor’d  more  particularly 
my  friend,  and  he  arriv’d  at  lad  to  be 
l’amant  de  la  nuit. 

I  ^  1  '  *  M  .*  ,7-*  * 

One  day  he  came  to  me  in  a  great  paflion, 
faying  he  was  undone  and  ruined,  and  had 
caught  an  infection  from  his  Flemifh  midrefs; 
what  vexed  him  mod  was,  his  friend  who  had 
had  the  fame  favors  granted,  efcaped  without 
any  thing. — As  I  was  perfeXly  acquainted 
with  the  whole  party,  no  venereal  taint  was 
any  way  to  be  fufpeXed.  ,  lI  was  allured  of 
the  fagacity  of  the  young  men,  and  my 
friend,  who  was  the  confident  of  his  midrefs, 
knew  her  whole  connexions,  and  the  perfons 
who  came  to  vifit  her,  fo  that  although  fhe 
xras  guilty  of  infidelities,  he  had  the  fatif- 
faXion  to  know  with  whom. 

This  infeXion  appeared  the  fourth  day 
after  he  had  had 'an  opportunity  of  gathering 

m  the 
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the  rofe  for  the  firft  time.  Round  the  mouth 
of  the  uterus  was  an  exceeding  flight  degree 
of  rednefs,  from  which  a  fmail  bulb  of  a  white 
unconco&ed  mucus  began  to  iflue  out  through 
the  urinary  paffage.  No  pain  had  been  felt 
in  the  part  previous  to  its  appearance,  or 
was  there  any  on  making  water.  In  fa 61, 

•i  **  • 

the  fymptoms  were  fo  flight,  that  it  did  not 
deferve  the  name  of  an  infection.  The  lady 
was  fo  much  frightned,  that  ihe  conferred 
(for  fear  of  her  hufband)  to  be  examined  by 
a  furgeon,  who  was  call'd  for  the  purpofe. 
He  found  the  parts  intirely  free  from  the 
leaf!:  appearance  of  external  inflammation, 
or  any  fymptoms  of  a  venereal  virus,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  furgeon  pronounced 
the  lady  to  be  free  from  any  venereal  taint. 
Rut  yet  how  was  it  poflible  to  reconcile  the 
infe£lion  my  friend  received  withthe  affertions 
of  our  furgeon.  It  was  evident  the  infe&iqn 
could  come  from  no  other  perfon  than  the 
Flemifli  lady,  becaufe  he  had  for  more  than 
nine  months  previous  to  that  affair  intirely 
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abftained  from  women.  In  the  examination 
I  thought  to  myfelf  that  I  could  perceive  the 
caufes  of  an  incipient  pudendagra.  For 
although  there  was  no  degree  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  yet  I  could  perceive  the  parts  wanted 
that  due  tone  and  firmnefs  which  appears  in 
the  healthful  flate  of  the  uterus.  All  was 

flaccid  and  relaxed,  and  a  thin  watry  ichor 

% 

iffued  out  near  the  carunculae  myrtiformes 
when  prelfed,  but  in  fo  flight  a  degree,  as 
not  to  leave  any  flain  on  the  linen.  Con¬ 
vinced  however  of  my  opinion  being  true? 
I  began  the  treatment  of  my  friend  by  a  dif¬ 
ferent  method  than  I  fhould  have  done  had 
the  infe&ion  been  venereal,  and  his  cure  fuc- 
ceeded  to  my  wifh.  Aromatic  medicines 
were  principally  adminifter’d. 

Case  the  3d. 

Gentleman  was  obliged  to  abfent  him- 


£  felf  from  Paris,  on  particular  bufinefs 
relating  to  his  family.  He  intended  to  flay 
a  fortnight,  but  remained  fix  weeks  from  the 
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capital.  Returning  home  to  a  wife  of  whom 
he  was  paflionately  fond,  he  indulged  himfelf 
with  very  little  difcretion  in  the  pleafures  of 
matrimony.  The  lady,  who  had  been  fub- 
je£l  to  the  fluor-albus,  had  the  time  of  its 
appearance,  and  the  catamenia  confiderably 
anticipated. — Four  or  five  days  afterwards 
the  hufband  complained  to  me  of  a  running 
of  a  white  matter  from  the  urethra,  which  he 
attributed  to  a  venereal  infection }  given  him 
by  his  wife.— The  conftancy  and  chaftity  of 
the  lady  being  call’d  in  queflion,  had  like 
to  have  proved  of  difagreable  confequence  to 
the  married  couple.  The  hufband  tortured 
with  anxiety,  as  fufpe&ing  the  virtue  of  a 
woman  on  whom  he  had  doated  to  excels 

9 

abfented  himfelf  from  home,  and  from  the 
fociety  of  his  wife.  It  was  in  this  interval  I 
faw  him, — Not  the  leaft  appearance  of  any 
inflammation  could  be  difcover’d  on  the 
glans,  the  urine  was  made  as  in  the  ftate  of 
health.  I  fufpe&ed  the  occafion  of  his 
diforder,  gave  him  a  gentle  laxative  of  man¬ 
na. 


So  EJfay  on  the  Pudendagfa „ 

.^r'  v:  -  "  '  '  '' 

na,  diffolved  in  an  infulion  of  chamomile 
flowers,  fweetned  with  the  foiutive  firrup  of 
rofes.  The  fame  medicine  repeated  four 
days  afterwards,  left  him  intirely  free  from 
any  complaint. 


I  took  fo  much  precaution  to  inform 
myfelf  of  every  circumftahce  relative  to  the 
above  cafes,  that  I  am  certain  there  was  no 
previous  infection  but  what  had  its  origin 
from  fome  one  of  thofe  caufes  which  I  have 
aflign’d  as  the  charadleriflic  of  the  p.uden- 
dagra. 


FINIS. 
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Page  4.  line  15.  for  deprivation  read  an  excefs  in. 
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